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t unity of a scientific study of its real effects on the body and 
mind, and hence, not only of determining how much value it 
has as a beverage and medicinal agent, but in what way, and 
to what extent, it is injurious. The results of such a study are 
not only required to guide rational reform, whether legislative 
or otherwise, but to guide physicians themselves in prescribing 
the use of alcoholics as medicinal agents; because, however 
useful as a pharmaceutical or remedial agent alcohol may be, we 
are deeply impressed with a belief that incalculable remote, 
if not immediate, harm, is often done by carelessly prescribing 
its use in many eases ; and the profession, as a whole, seems 
to be awakening to a sense of its responsibility in this direc¬ 
tion. The question as to its real action and therapeutic 
value, is now, almost for a wonder, beginning to attract great 
general attention in Great Britain and on the Continent, espe¬ 
cially in France. Symptoms of this same awakening begin to 
appear in our own country; but we cannot discuss any of the 
questions involved now. 

At an early period in the progress of our Journal we pro¬ 
pose to discuss especially those phases of the action of alcohol 
which relate to the nervous system and mind, whether for 
good or ill; and if we mistake not, future investigations will 
develope that a larger share of nervous and mental diseases 
than many have suspected must be at least attributed to the 
abuse of alcoholics. 


Necrology. —We have to notice, in this issue of the Jour¬ 
nal, the death of the distinguished English alienist physician, 
Dr. Forbes Winslow, which occurred at Brighton, England, 
on the third of March last. The cause of his death was gran- 
ular disease of the kidneys, the symptoms of which developed 
very suddenly and carried him off, after altogether less than 
a month’s sickness. 

Dr. Winslow is known to our readers by his numerous writ¬ 
ings on subjects connected with psychological medicine, the 
department which he specially cultivated, and in which he at¬ 
tained his eminence. His best known work, “ On Obscure Dis- 
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eases of the Brain, and Disorders of the Mind,” London, 1860, 
passed through four editions in the space of eight years. In 1848 
he founded the Journal of Psychological Medicine , a quarter¬ 
ly journal, and for sixteen years was its sole editor and proprie¬ 
tor. He was the first English physician who introduced the 
plea of insanity in criminal cases, and was summoned as an 
important witness in a number of noted criminal trials, where 
his opinion carried much weight. 

It is, perhaps, of interest to us as Americans, to note the 
fact that Dr. Winslow was a lineal descendant of Edward 
Winslow, one of the pilgrim fathers of the Mayflower, and 
one of the early governors of Plymouth Colony. 

Professor Jean Cruveilhier, the eminent French anatomist 
and pathologist, died March 11th, at Limoges, France, aged 
eighty-three years. Since 1865 he had been retired from ac¬ 
tive work and spent his time mainly in works of charity and 
benevolence. It is unnecessary here to enumerate his numer¬ 
ous works; they are among the classics of the profession; and 
the title given him by Virchow, “ the father and patriarch of 
pathological anatomy,” best indicates his merits, and the esti¬ 
mate which posterity will place upon him. 

Prof. Max Sclmltze, the distinguished mieroscopist and his¬ 
tologist, died very suddenly, at Bonn, Germany, on the 16th 
of January last. As a discoverer and investigator he stood 
in the foremost rank, and his death, at this time, is a serious 
loss to science. 

Dr. Richard Hertwig, of Bonn, has undertaken the comple¬ 
tion of the present volume of the Archiv fur Mihroslcopische 
Anatomic, the forthcoming number of which will contain a 
portrait of its late editor and founder, with a biographical no¬ 
tice from the pen of Prof. Schwalbe, of Jena. We hope to 
be advised of its further continuance. 


Psychische Studien.— We have received the first number of 
a new monthly journal, bearing the above name, published in 
Leipsic, and devoted, as its title-page indicates, “ to the investi- 



